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Remarks 

In response to the non-final Office Actionmailed June 30, 2005, the Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration of the rejections and that the case pass to issue in light of 
the amendments above and the remarks below. By this paper, claims 1 and 17. which are the 
only pending independent claims, are amended to include linnmtionsdn^t^tov^ds a «mtrol 
module. New dependent claim 21 is added to define additional subject matter associated with 
control provided by the control module. 

The Examiner has set form the following rejections: claims 1-17 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by USPN 6,247,825 to Borkowski (hereinafter 
the Borkowski patent); claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over USPN 5,987.793 to Ebioe (hereinafter the Ebine patent) in view of USPA 
2002/0080043 to Damiani (hereinafter the Damiani application); and claims 18-20 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatenable over the Ebine patent in view of the Damiani 
application and further in view of USPN 6.121,959 to Fukumoto (hereinafter the Fukumoto 
patent). 

For the reasons expressed in more detail below, the Applicants respectfully 
submit that the amendments above distinguish over each of the references cited by the 
Examiner. Consequently, the Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to reconsider the 
rejections and pass the case to issue. 

Rejection of Claims 1-17 Under 
102fhl Over The Borko wski Patent 

This rejection applies to independent claims 1 and 17. The Applicants 
respectfully submit that the Borkowski patent fails to disclose me limitations recited in the 
amendments to claims 1 and 17. In particular, the Borkowski patent fails to disclose a control 
module that not only selectively interfaces a control panel with at least one of a plurality of 
vehicle systems to be controlled but that also controls an illumination source to selectively 
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illuminate at least one of the plurality of switches/icons based on the at least one of the 
plurality of vehicle systems to be controlled. 

The Borkowski application merely discloses a lighting system where LED's are 
used to illuminate an instrument panel having a number of switches. The LED's are not 
selectively illuminatable by a control module, as recited in independent claims 1 and 17. 
Consequently, the Applicants respectfully submit that independent claims 1 and 17, and 
dependent claims 2-16, which depend therefrom and include all of the limitations thereof, are 
patentable and nonobvious over the Borkowski patent. 

Rejection of Claims 1-17 Under 103(a) Over 
Tim Fhine Patent and Th e Damiani Application 

This rejection applies to independent claims 1 and 1. the Applicants 
respectfully submit that the Ebine patent and Damiani application fail to disclose die limitations 
recited in the amendments to claims 1 and 17. In particular, the Ebine patent and Damiani 
application foil to disclose a control module that not only selectively interfaces a control panel 
with at least one of a plurality of vehicle systems to be controlled but that also controls an 
illumination source to selectively illuminate at least one of the plurality ofswitches/icons based 
on the at least one of the plurality of vehicle systems to be controlled. 

The Examiner admits that the Ebine patent fails to disclose it application in an 
automotive environment where vehicle systems are controlled. The Applicants further submit 
that the Damiani application fails to make-up for the deficiencies of the Ebine patent and that 
there is no motivation to combine these references. In particular, the Damiani application 
merely relates to a system where fixed buttons are used to actuate a number of features 
associated with the graphical user interface. The fixed buttons cannot be selectively 
illuminated. Consequently, the Applicants respectfully submit that independent claims 1 and 
17, and dependent claims 2-16, which depend therefrom include all of the limitations thereof 
are patentable and nonobvious . over the Ebine patent and Damiani application. 
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Rejection of Claims 18-20 Under 103(a) Over The 

•lEhfay . and Fukiimoto Paten t and The Damianj Application 

This rejection now applies to dependent claims 18 and 20, which depend from 
patentable independent claim 17. The Applicants respectfully submit that these dependent 
claims are patentable at least for the same reasons as the independent claims from which they 
depend are patentable. 

ftjfew Claims 

New dependent claim 21 has been added to more particularly claim that the 
control module may be used to selectively iUummate at least two icons and that different 
vehicle systems are controlled as a function thereof. The Applicants respectfully submit that 
this dependent claim is separately patentable from me other pending claims as none of the cited 
references teach the recited limitations. 
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{ ^elusion 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit that each rejection has 
been fully replied to and traversed and that the case is in condition to pass to issue. The 
Examiner is respectfully requested to pass this case to issueand is invited to contact the 
undersigned if it would further prosecution of this case to issue. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Karl R. Kennedy et al. 



Date: 



BROOKS KUSHMAN P.C. 
1000 Town Center, 22nd Floor 
Southfield, MI 48075-1238 
Phone: 248-358-4400 
Fax: 248-358-3351 



John^Huser 
Reg. No. 51,517 
Attorney/Agent for Applicant 
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